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Why	Publish?

q Publishing	is	the	crucial	quality	test!	
q It	is	the	condition	for	open	research	
q If	your	research	is	not	published
q You	will	get	known	
q You	meet	other	researchers	and	can	

compare results	
q You	do	not	buy	knowledge	– you	

exchange it!	
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Why	Publish?

If	your	research	is	not	published
In	a	journal	or	

A	well-known	conference
it	does	not	exist!!

It	must	be	possible	to	find	it.
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Reasons for Rejection 

Ø There	is	insufficient	new	and	interesting	
information	in	the	paper

Ø The	paper	is	too	commercial
(i.e.	is	essentially	advertising	a	product	or	a	
company)	

Ø The	paper’s	English	is	too	poor	to	be	
understood by	an	international	readership

Ø Will	probably	not	be	cited		
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Reasons for Rejection 

Ø Local	issues with	insufficient	interest	for	
an	international	audience	

Ø Lack	of	history	on	the	topic	(no	
literature	study)	

Ø Lack	of	discussion
Ø Lack	of	conclusion	
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Reasons for Rejection 

Ø Data	collection	with	out	any	comparisons		
Ø Lack	of	history	on	the	topic	(no	literature	

study)	
Ø Long	(>	10	pages)	
Ø Findings	not	generalised or	used	to	build	

theory	
Ø Research	height	too	low.	Too	little	new	

information	(e.g salami	slice series	of	papers)	
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Reasons for Rejection 

Ø Too	few	references
ØMostly	self-references	



Expanding
the Research Horizon

innovative	● entrepreneurial	● global

Table	of	Content

üWhy publish
üReasons for rejection 
üCommunicate – with whom? 
üWriting a paper
üSome hints
üBiomedical Engineering Section 
üSubmitting a paper for publication 



Expanding
the Research Horizon

innovative	● entrepreneurial	● global

Who	is	the	Reader?	

Ø Is	it	a	specialist?
Ø A	wider	audience?	
ØWhat	is	the	key	message?	
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What	makes	you	read	a	paper?	

Ø Title	– is	it	informative?	
Ø Abstract	– what	is	the	message?	
ØWhy	was	the	paper	written	– the	
introduction	

Ø Figures–are	they	informative?	
Ø Conclusions–what	is	the	message?	

After the first glance – will you be curious? 
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How	to	communicate	your	paper?	

Ø Title – ask	a	friend	(not	your	closest	
colleague!)	if	the	title	can	be	understood	

Ø Why	was	the	paper	written	– the	introduction
(can	your	non-specialist	friend	understand	the	
reason	for	the	paper?)	

Ø Figures	– do	the	captions	give	any	
information?	

Ø Conclusions	– will	your	sponsor	(manager,	
chief)	be	happy?	
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Important	Features	

Ø The	probability	that	the	paper	will	be	
cited	by	others	should	be	high	

Ø The	results	should	be	interesting	for	an	
international	audience – not	only	of	
regional	or	local	interest	
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Abstract	

Ø Think	carefully	about	the	title	of	the	paper	
Ø Make	sure	that	the	abstract	is	informative	
Ø It	is	the	selling	point	
Ø By	reading	the	abstract	the	reader	should	get	

a	good	feeling	for	the	content	
Ø Use	<	200	words	
Ø No	figure	and	no	reference	in	abstract	
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Keywords	

Ø Use	3-6	keywords	
Ø They	should	be	descriptive
Ø Avoid	too	general	keywords	like	

“Biomechanics	Human	Body”
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Introduction	

Ø Motivate	the	research	– why	did	you	do	the	
work

Ø Background	information	
Ø Remember:	by	reading	the	introduction	the	

reader	will	decide	if	he/she	will	continue	to	
read	it	
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Literature	Search	&	References	

Ø It	is	important	to	refer	to	what	has	been	done	
earlier	

Ø You	can	of	course	refer	to	your	own	works	
Ø It	is	important	to	refer	to	>	5	references	–

other	than	your	own	papers	
Ø Make	sure	that	you	have	recent	references
Ø The	references	should	be	understood	by	an	

international audience	(English!)	
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References	

Ø If	most of	there	ferences are	to	your	own	
papers	– reason	for	rejection	

Ø Inadequate	references	(either	too	few	
references	or	excessive	self-citation	of	the	
authors’	previous	work)	will	lead	to	rejection	

Ø Follow	the	Journal	Publishing	format
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References	

Ø Document	your	findings	and	sources				
Ø The	references	have	to	be	easily	found	by	the	

international	reader
Ø If	you	copy	a	figure	from	another	paper,	give	

the	source and	Permission to	the	journal
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Reference	list	not	acceptable	
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Materials	and	Methods	

Ø The	research	should	be	possible	to	verify by	
anybody	else	

Ø Describe the	methods	(not	only	“I	used	the	
software	XYZ	and	found	”)	
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Figures	and	Tables	

Ø Remember:	the	paper	will	be	printed	in	
black/white

Ø Do	not	put	too	many	details	in	the	figure	– it	
should	be	easily	readable!	

Ø Have	an	informative	caption (do	not	repeat	
information!)	



Expanding
the Research Horizon

innovative	● entrepreneurial	● global

Poor	colours – use	black/white!	

Fill
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Very	poor	even	in	colour!	
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Is	the	figure	conclusive?	
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Cannot	be	printed	in	B/W	
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Not	a	good	table!
Too	many	insignificant	figures.	
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Not	a	good	table!
Too	many	insignificant	figures.	

Table 2. Total N and P average loads by sources 
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Discussion	

Ø Discussion	is	important!	
Ø Do	not just	present	the	results	
Ø Try	to	explain them!
Ø Explain	and	discuss	results	that	may	be	

surprising	
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Conclusions	in	Paper	

Ø This	is	the	message of	the	paper	
Ø Be	careful	to	present	the	results	clearly	
Ø In	the	conclusions	the	reader	will	find	out	

how	successful	you	were	
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Who	should	be	shown	as	author?	

Ø Talk	about	this	with	your	co-workers	
Ø Different	traditions
Ø Have	an	open	policy	

• Every	author	is	responsible	for	the	whole	
content of	the	paper	
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What	is	a	Good	Paper?
Ø Is	driven	or	inspired	by	technological,	industrial,	

management,	environmental,	economical	or	social	
challenges,	

Ø contributes	to	new	scientific	methods	or	new	
applications	of	known	methods,

Ø Applies	good	scientific	methods	in	technology	
applications,	

Ø Describes	new	directions	and	early	findings	in	
Biomedical	Engineering	or	Medical	Engineering,	
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What	is	a	Good	Paper?

Ø Triggers	constructive	discussions	– which	also	
gives	a	high	probability	for	citation,	

Ø contains	adequate	references,	good	
illustrations	and	tables,	

Ø Is	of	interest	for	and	comprehensible	for	an	
international	audience.	



Expanding
the Research Horizon

innovative	● entrepreneurial	● global

Table	of	Content

üWhy publish
üReasons for rejection 
üCommunicate – with whom? 
üWriting a paper
üSome hints
üBiomedical Engineering Section 
üSubmitting a paper for publication 



Expanding
the Research Horizon

innovative	● entrepreneurial	● global

Table	of	Content

üWhy publish
üReasons for rejection 
üCommunicate – with whom? 
üWriting a paper
üSome hints
üBiomedical Engineering Section 
üSubmitting a paper for publication 



Expanding
the Research Horizon

innovative	● entrepreneurial	● global

Some	Final	Remarks	
Ø Why	is	the	work	done?	
Ø What	is	the	message?	
Ø Is	the	paper	interesting	for	international	readers?	
Ø Check	the	English	language!	

– Look	for	some	language	reviewer	
Ø Present	the	paper	to	colleagues	
Ø Do	not	forget	the	past	(do	not	reinvent	the	

chopstick)	
Ø Do	not	cheat	
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Please	contact	

Ardiyansyah Syahrom
Universiti Teknologi Malaysia
ardi@utm.my
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Thank	You
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Rejected:	English	Far	to	Journal	Standard	
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Rejected:	English	Far	to	Journal	Standard	
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Rejected:	English	Far	to	Journal	Standard	
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How	to	become	good	a	“Salami	Slice”	
Paper
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How	to	become	good	a	“Salami	Slice”	
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How	to	become	good	a	“Salami	Slice”	
Paper



Expanding
the Research Horizon

innovative	● entrepreneurial	● global

How	to	become	good	a	“Salami	Slice”	
Paper
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How	to	become	good	a	“Salami	Slice”	
Paper
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ABSTRACT
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INTRODUCTION
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Not	a	good	table!
Too	many	insignificant	figures.	

Table 2. Total N and P average loads by sources 


